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David Dault – American Baptist College

1) Eliade describes the “two modes of being in the world” as the sacred and the profane modes.  In your own words, describe and contrast these two modes of being, giving relevant examples. (Eliade, 14-16)

2) What does it mean to consecrate a space? What is Eliade’s understanding of the relationship between consecration and cosmogony? (Eliade 32 – 36)

3) What are the key differences Eliade raises between “religious” and “nonreligious” human perceptions of time? (Eliade 68 – 72)
4) For Eliade, what changes when the “religiousness of the cosmos becomes lost”?  Why is this significant for his project (i.e.: is the loss a good or bad development?)  (Eliade 104 – 113)

5) What is Eliade’s understanding of the relationship of “pagan aquatic symbolism” to the Christian practice of Baptism?  How would you offer criticism to his position from your understanding of Christian tradition?  (Elaide 129-136)

6) Given our discussions, what are two general “models” for understanding the human body, arising out of “Western” and “Eastern” approaches?  What are some of the philosophical/theological differences that result from each model, with regard to matters such as treatment of the body in life and in death?  (Class discussion)

7) Critique Eliade’s project.  What are its strengths?  What are its weaknesses?  How could it be made more helpful to the understanding of religious questions arising in your particular community?
8) Using Eliade’s analyses, as well as our class discussions, examine Siddhartha’s quest to both “escape the Self” and “find the true Self.”  For example, would Eliade recognize this as a valid sacred activity? Why or why not?
